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This paper is an attempt to analyze the 
relationship between society and science in 19th 
century European pharmacy with a focus on 
Switzerland. It deals with the contribution of 
pharmacists to the development of sciences 
during this period.

After the French Revolution and the triumph of 
the bourgeoisie, the pharmacist participated in 
the new scientific world and formed the nucleus 
of the natural sciences. The best example is the 
rule of pharmacists in the alkaloids chemistry.
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Some of the elements of change were:

•The academic formation of pharmacists
•The participation of pharmacists in Natural 
Sciences research
•The collaboration of pharmacists in the edition of 
pharmacopoeias
•Scientific expeditions
•Pharmacists as collectors
•Pharmacists as founders of scientific societies
•The contribution of pharmacists to scientific 
journals
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