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PEDANIUS DIOSCORIDES (Medavioc Atockopidnc)
(ca. 40-90 A.D.)

- An ancient Greek physcian,
botanist, and pharmacologist,

- Born in Anazarbus (near
Adana in Turkey),

- Well known for his 5-volume
book in Greek “Mepi’YAn¢

Tatpikng” translated as De .
Materia Medica in Latin, |
which was highly influential : Dioscorides~

. 1829, Lithography by
until the 16t Century. Vigneron Pierre Roch (1789-1872)




Dioscorides was known under different names
in the Islamic world:

e Skorrides,

e Skoridos,

e Diskoridis,

e and Zizkorides.




Codex Vindobonensis (ca. 512 A.D.) ‘
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Codex Vindobonensis (ca. 512 A.D.)

Created in 512 A.D. for the
daughter of the Byzantine
Emperor Flavius Anicius
Olybrius

Previously belonged to
Hamon, the chief physician of
the emperor Suleiman the
Magnificent (1495-1566),

Sold by the physician’s son
and brought to Vienna from
Constantinople by the
endeavors of O. Ghiselin de
Bucbecq (1521-1592), the
ambassador of the Austrian
Monarch
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Cover of the Busbecq’s
“Turkish Letters” (1595)



ARABIC MANUSCRIPT 1224 A.D.
(SYEK Ayasofya No 3702-Istanbul)

Name of the Manuscript: Kitab al-Hasais fi't-Tib

Library: Suleymaniye Yazma Eserler Kutuphanesi
(Suleymaniye Manuscripts Library), Istanbul

Translated by: Istafan lbn Basil (Stephanos
Basilos), and controlled by Hunain Ibn Ishak, a
Nestorian, and one of the earliest and effective
translators of Greek writings including the works
of Dioscorides (Sonnedecker 1963, 24)

Translated from: Greek
Number of folios:187



First folio of the manuscript
(Suleymaniye Yazma Eserler
Kutuphanesi — Ayasofya No: 3702)
(Courtesy of the SYEK, Istanbul)




Folio 1b and 2a
(Suleymaniye Yazma Eserler Kutuphanesi — Ayasofya No: 3702)
(Courtesy of the SYEK, Istanbul)
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Folio 2b and 3a
(Suleymaniye Yazma Eserler Kutuphanesi — Ayasofya No: 3702)
(Courtesy of the SYEK, Istanbul)
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Folio 7b and 8a
(Suleymaniye Yazma Eserler Kutuphanesi — Ayasofya No: 3702)
(Courtesy of the SYEK, Istanbul)
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The note saying “Here the five books of Dioscorides, all the medicines and
the book have been completed” written on the folio 187a
(Suleymaniye Yazma Eserler Kutuphanesi — Ayasofya No: 3702)

(Courtesy of the SYEK, Istanbul)11



ARABIC MANUSCRIPT 1224 A.D.
(SYEK Ayasofya No 3703-Istanbul)

Name of the Manuscript: Kitab al-Hasais fi't-
Tib

Library: Suleymaniye Yazma Eserler
Kutuphanesi (Suleymaniye Manuscripts
Library), Istanbul

Catalogue no: Manuscripts — Ayasofya 3703
Number of folios: 203



Folio 1b and 2a
(Folio 1b: Suleymaniye Yazma Eserler Kutuphanesi — Ayasofya No: 3703)
(Folio 2a: the TBMM Library, Ankara)
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Folio 2b and 3a
(Suleymaniye Yazma Eserler Kutuphanesi — Ayasofya No: 3703)
(Courtesy of the SYEK Istanbul)
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Folio 2b was re-drawn by Prof. Dr. A. Suheyl Unver

(right side is a photo taken from the original folio)
(Suleymaniye Yazma Eserler Kutuphanesi — Ayasofya No: 3703)
(Courtesy of the SYEK Istanbul, the TBMM Library Ankara)
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Folio 3b and 4a
(Suleymaniye Yazma Eserler Kutuphanesi — Ayasofya No: 3703)
(Courtesy of the SYEK Istanbul)
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Folio 6b and 7a
(Suleymaniye Yazma Eserler Kutuphanesi — Ayasofya No: 3703)
(Courtesy of the SYEK, Istanbul)
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ARABIC MANUSCRIPT (X.-XIl. Century A.D.)
(SYEK Ayasofya No 3704-Istanbul)

Name of the Manuscript: Kitab al-Hasais fi't-
Tib

Library: Suleymaniye Yazma Eser Kutuphanesi
(Suleymaniye Manuscripts Library), Istanbul

Catalogue no: Manuscripts — Ayafosya 3704

Dated: Not certain. (Probably between X-XII.
Century A.D.)

Number of folios: 192



Folio 1b and 2a
(Suleymaniye Yazma Eserler Kutuphanesi — Ayasofya No: 3704)
(Courtesy of the SYEK, Istanbul)
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Folio 2b and 3a
(Suleymaniye Yazma Eserler Kutuphanesi — Ayasofya No: 3703)
(Courtesy of the SYEK, Istanbul)

20



Folio 3b and 4a
(Suleymaniye Yazma Eserler Kutuphanesi — Ayasofya No: 3703)
(Courtesy of the SYEK, Istanbul)
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A detail from Folio 3b,

signature of the Ottoman Ruler, Celebi Mehmed Ibn Bayezid (1387-1421)
(Suleymaniye Yazma Eserler Kutuphanesi — Ayasofya No: 3703)

(Courtesy of the SYEK, Istanbul)
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Folio 3b and 4a
(Suleymaniye Yazma Eserler Kutuphanesi — Ayasofya No: 3703)
(Courtesy of the SYEK, Istanbul)
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Folio 13 b and 14a
(Suleymaniye Yazma Eserler Kutuphanesi — Ayasofya No: 3703)
(Courtesy of the SYEK, Istanbul)
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Folio 181b and 182a
(Suleymaniye Yazma Eserler Kutuphanesi — Ayasofya No: 3703)
(Courtesy of the SYEK, Istanbul)
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ARABIC MANUSCRIPT (December 1228 A.D.)
(TSK No A.2127-Istanbul)

Name of the Manuscript: Kitab al-Hasais

Library: Topkapi Sarayi Kutuphanesi (Topkapi
Palace Library), Istanbul

Catalogue no: A.2127
Translated by: Mihran Ibn Mansur Ilbn Mihran

Calligrapher: Ebu Yusuf Behnam Ibn Musa lbn
Yusuf'ul Musuli

Translated from: Syrian
Number of folios: 274



oy

Folio no: 1b (right) and 2a (left)
(Topkapi Sarayi Kutuphanesi — No: A.2127)
(Courtesy of the TSK, Istanbul)
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Folio no: 2b, Dioscorides and a
disciple holding a mandrake
(Topkapi Sarayi Kutuphanesi —
No: A.2127)

(Courtesy of the TSK, Istanbul)
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Folio 252b, Grape vine

(Topkapi Sarayi Kutuphanesi — %, _

No: A.2127)
(Courtesy of the TSK, Istanbul)

LN g s 3 Sl | oo

.r:-..,_ Jt.. &V
I~

H.‘? 111,““ ..

% o RS

i

29



Folio 260b

(Topkapi Sarayi Kutuphanesi —

No: A.2127)
(Courtesy of the TSK, Istanbul)
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PERSIAN MANUSCRIPT (1462 A.D.)
(TSK No 2147-Istanbul)

Library: Topkapi Sarayi Kutuphanesi (Topkapi Palace
Library, Istanbul)

Catalogue no: 2147

Dated: 18 May 1462 (18 Shaban 866) (Agirakca 2004,
60)

Language: Persian
Translated by: Ali Ibn Serif el-Huseyni

Calligrapher: Ali Ibn Serif el-Huseyni (Agirakca 2004,
60)

Translated from: Materia Medica’s Arabic translation
of Mihran Ibn Mansur Ibn Mihran

Number of folios: 203



TURKISH MANUSCRIPT (1858 A.D.)
(IUNEK No T.Y. 1221-Istanbul)

Name of the Manuscript: Kitab’un Nebat

Library: Istanbul Universitesi Nadir Eserler Kutuphanesi
(Istanbul University Manuscripts Library), Istanbul

Catalogue no: Manuscripts - T.Y. 1221

Language: Turkish

Translated by: Osman Ibn Abdurrahman of Belgrade
Calligrapher: Nuri Uskudar-i es-Seyyid Ali Riza

Translated from: Pietro Andrea Mattioli’s famous Latin
translation of 1554. (Baytop 1997, 12). This manuscript
is a copy of the original translation of 1770 from Latin
to Turkish.

Number of folios: 294



Folio 1b and 2a
(Istanbul Universitesi Nadir Eserler Kutuphanesi — No: 1221)
(Courtesy of the IUNEK, Istanbul)
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Folio 2b and 3a
(Istanbul Universitesi Nadir Eserler Kutuphanesi — No: 1221)
(Courtesy of the IUNEK, Istanbul)
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Folio 4b and 5a
(Istanbul Universitesi Nadir Eserler Kutuphanesi — No: 1221)
(Courtesy of the IUNEK, Istanbul)
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Folio 150b and 151a
(Istanbul Universitesi Nadir Eserler Kutuphanesi — No: 1221)
(Courtesy of the IUNEK, Istanbul)
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