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The upper part of the July page: Józef Chełmoński, The Apothecary





Józef Chełmoński   
(1849–1914)

Selfportrait







Józef Chełmoński, A Four-in-Hand





Józef Chełmoński, A Four-in-Hand



Józef Chełmoński, The Apothecary. Watercolour and gouache on cardboard.





Introduction to the calendar



Codex Vindobonensis (The Vienna Codex) is a Greek manu-
script codex created in 512 AD for the Byzantine princess
Juliana Anicia, the daughter of Emperor Anicius Olybrius. 
The codex contains famous treatise by Pedanios Dioscori-
des entitled Peri hyles iatrikes (De Materia Medica). 



The frontispiece
of the Vienna Dio-
scorides, showing
Juliana Anicia
accompanied by 
Megalopsychia
("Greatness of the
Soul”, generosity)  
and Phroenesis
(„Prudence”, practi-
cal knowledge).



Introduction to Book V:

Having given an account, most loving Areius, in the four 
books written before, of Spices and of Oils and of Ointments 
and of Trees and both of the Fruits of them and of their 
Tears; and moreover of living Creatures and of Honey and 
of Milk and of Fats & of those which are called Corn and 
Pot-herbs, & a full discourse about Roots and Herbs and 
Juices and Seeds, in this, being the last of the whole work, 
we will discourse about Wines and of things called Metallic, 
beginning with the Tract concerning the Vine.



Pietro Andrea Mattioli’s
Commentaries
on Pedanios Dioscorides’
De Materia Medica

Venice, 1563



Wooly distaff thistle
(Carthamus lanatus)



Irys                    
(Iris germanica) 



Chinese Lantern
(Physalis Alkekengi)



Nut Grass    
(Cyperus rotundus)



Sarsaparilla
(Smilax aspera) 



Chinese Lantern
(Physalis Alkekengi)





English version
of the calendar
devoted to „Vienna
Dioscorides” (2010)



Title-page of the calendar
devoted to Elizabeth 
Blackwel’s A Curious
Herbal (1737).



Introduction to the calendar



Elizabeth Blackwell
c 1737 
The British Library





The same introduction, 
divided into 12 parts, is 
printed at the bottom of 
each of the 12 calendar 
pages.



March

Wake Robin                 
(Arum maculatum)



May

Great White Bindweed
(Convulsus major albus) 



June

Strawberries (Fragaria) 



August

Iris (Iris germanica) 



October

Red Poppy
(Papaver somniferum)



November

Narrow-leaved plantain
(Plantago augustifolia)





Kew Gardens (Richmond upon Thames, South-East London) 







Pre-War Medicine 
Advertisements



“Organic phosphorus 
preparations promote 
vitality, strengthen 
the organism, and 
speed up recovery.”



“As a pain reliever, 
Novalgin can well 
be used instead of 
morphine.”



„An unrivalled hair 
restorer.”



„Kruschen Salts 
counteract rheumatic 
pains and obesity.”



“A non-irritating 
foxglove preparation, 
highly valued in all 
parts of the world.”

William Withering (1741–1799),
a pioneer in foxglove therapy.



“Expectorant and 
disinfectant – to be 
used in acute and 
chronic conditions 
of respiratory organs.”



“Relieves constipation, 
especially when chronic, 
counteracts peritonitis 
and stimulates catharsis 
in cases of poisoning.”



Editorial page of the 2006 calendar



Editorial page
of the 2007 calendar



Editorial page
of the 2008 calendar



Editorial page
of the 2009 calendar







Ostatnia strona kalendarza       
na 2008 rok – miniatury 
wszystkich 12 kart kalendarza



At the back of each calendar 
there is editorial information, 
and on the back cover 
miniatures of all the calendar 
pages are printed. 



The Cracow Museum of Pharmacy’s
wall calendar for the year 2010:

”Apothecary tradition of preparing medicinal wines”



The preparation of pectoral wine.

An illustration from the Arabic 
translation of Pedanios
Dioscorides’ De Materia Medica.

Metropolitan Museum of Art 
New York



Arnald de Villanova
Liber de vinis

“Here begins the Book 
of Wines. Praise be to wine 
from a good vine from which 
medicinal wines are made.”



Some titles of prescriptions in Arnald’s
Liber de vinis

Vinum de cytoniis secundum Dyascorides
Quince wine according to Dioscorides

Vinum ad memoriam reparanda
Wine that restores memory

Vinum ysopi virtutem habet diureticam dissolvendi
Hyssop wine that has duretic properties

Vinum contra quartanam
Wine that is good for quartan malaria



To make Ipocras



Condorvine (Marsdenia condurango)





Label of Vinum cinchonae from Fortunat Gralewski’s Pharmacy in Cracow.







Robert Sterl, Beim Apotheker in Lauenstein, 1889. Kunstsammlungen Chemnitz.



Józef Chełmoński, The Apothecary. 1891. Watercolour and gouache on cardboard.



Robert Sterl
Studie zum Apotheker

1892

Staatliche 
Kunstsammlungen 
Dresden


