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Pharmaceuticals in Denmark

Development in the
Danish Medical Export
1997-2008.
Pharmaceuticals are no.
1 export item

Billion DKK

Danmarks statestik



How did it start?

Anton Antons

1859-1920

August Kongsted

1870-1939



Where did it start?

The LEO Pharmacy 1620 – 1971

LEO Pharmaceutical Products 1908 -



LEO Pharmaceutical Products
today

LEO Pharma

• Danish based 
• Owned by a private 

independent foundation
• Research based, people 

driven
• Today specialised in

– Dermatology
– Anticoagulation

• Museum established in 
2008



• To maintain and strengthen the “LEO Family Spirit”
• To show that challenges and innovation have always been key words 

for LEO Pharma
• To preserve the valuable historical documents/archive
• To built up a trade mark documentation system
• To show the heritage that belongs to and commits all LEO staff



LEO Pharma Historical Archives and Museum

The Museum:

1. The LEO Pharmacy
2. Broenshoej period
3. Antibiotics
4. Dr. Abildgaards room
5. Ballerup
6. The corridor
7. The kitchen

The Historical Archive in 
the basement



The LEO Pharmacy

Production of 
Pharmaceutical Specialities

Standardized drugs:
Digisolvin

Insulin:
Nordic Insulin Foundation



The Danish aspirin Albyl
1912 - 1999
Yoghurt
1909 -

The LEO Pharmacy



The Broenshoej period 1926 - 1958



245 drugs on the Danish market

Each drug had several
indications

The Broenshoej period 1926 - 1958



Industrial production



The Broenshoej period 1926 - 1958

Research began with 
hormones in 1920’ies

Collected urine

Cable address:
HORMONLEO



The Broenshoej period 1926 - 1958



Penicillin 1

During the 

Second World War

1: UK/USA

2: Denmark: LEO Pharma



Penicillin 2



Penicillin 3



Reseach and production



Tabletproduction



The corridor 1



The corridor 2



The kitchen



Contact details: hanne.kirkegaard@leo-pharma.com

+ 45 44 95 58 88

Thank you for your attention


