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First edition of the
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Galenico‐Chemico‐
Medica

1747



Rotterdam 18th century, with the 
pharmacy shop in de Hoogstraat

Hoog
straat



The gilded mortar / De vergulde vijzel



Brewer van Lis



The 2 editions ‐1747 and 1764‐ of 
van Lis’ pharmacopoeia



6 Chapters
1. About simple 

drugs

2. About Galenica

3. About Chymica

4. About Diseases

5. Practical 
information

6. Glossary and 
chemical 
characters



contents



Rotterdam pharmacopoea versus 
Van Lis’ Pharmacopoea





R’dam 
1709

Van Lis 
1747

Conserva 6 9

Sirupi 10 31 + 7 
ctr

Mel, Rob Cond. 6 16

Loch 5 + 1 ctr

Pulveres 1 16 + 4 
ctr

Electuaria 10 15 + 7 
ctr

Trochisci 7 11 + 3 
ctr

Extracta, Pilulae 9 P: 15 + 
2 ctr
E: many

Sacchara, Tab.  5

Olea Expressa 7 12

Olea per infus. & 
decoct.

16 15 + 1

R’dam 
1709

Van Lis 
1747

Clysmata 6

Unguenta 12 17 + 3 ctr

Balsamus 1 5

Cataplasmat. 4

Emplastra 16 15 + 1 ctr

Cerata 4

Suppositoria 3

Pessi 3

Fomenta 6

Ctr = contracta / shortened



Jujube berries syrup

• Contractus:

R/ Jujubarum no. 60

Radicis Glycyrrhizae

Herb. Capill. Ven. aa 3 
ounces

F. syrupus



The chemical 
characters 



Concluding remarks

1. The Pharmacopoea Galeno-Chemico-Medica
does not comply with the definition of pharmacopoeias

2. The Pharmacopoea Galeno-Chemico-Medica gives
an unique survey of 18th century pharmacy and medicine
in the Netherlands


